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The Mission of the Wappingers Central School District is to empower all of our students with the competencies 
and confidence to challenge themselves, to pursue their passions, and to realize their potential while growing as 

responsible members of their community.
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The purpose of Test Accommodations
● The purpose of testing accommodations is to enable students with disabilities to participate in 

assessment programs on an equal basis with their nondisabled peers. 
● Testing accommodations provide an opportunity for students with disabilities to demonstrate 

mastery of skills and attainment of knowledge without being limited or unfairly restricted due to 
the effects of a disability. 

● Testing accommodations promote the access of students with disabilities to assessment 
programs as well as to more challenging courses and programs. 

● Testing accommodations should not be excessive and should NOT alter the standard 
administration of the test to the least extent possible, nor change the construct being assessed. 



What are Test Accommodations Not Supposed to Do?

Testing accommodations are neither intended nor permitted to: 

• Alter the construct of the test being measured or invalidate the results. 

• Provide an unfair advantage for students with disabilities over students taking 
tests under standardized conditions. 

• Substitute for knowledge or abilities that the student has not attained.



What is the Difference between an Accommodation and a Modification?

Testing accommodations are changes made in the administration of the test in order to remove 
obstacles to the test-taking process that are presented by the disability without changing the constructs 
being tested. Examples include:  

• flexibility in scheduling/timing; 

• flexibility in the setting used for the administration of assessments; 

• changes in the method of presentation; and 

• changes in the method of response. 



What is the Difference between an Accommodation and a Modification?

Testing modifications are changes made to the testing process or to the content of the assessment 
itself, or provision of certain adaptive technologies or services, that affect the constructs being tested. 
Examples include: 

• simplification or explanation of test questions; 

• reading of items designed to test the student's reading skills; 

• use of spell and/or grammar-checking devices on a test of the student's writing skills; and 

• use of a calculator on a test of the student's computational skills.



Conditions of the Test Accommodation

 It is appropriate to indicate in the IEP the conditions of the test which would 
require a testing accommodation. Examples of this include: 

• Tests read except for those tests or sections of tests measuring reading 
comprehension. 

• Use of calculator except for those tests or sections of tests measuring strict 
calculation skills of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 



Who is Eligible for Test Accommodations?
The following students may be eligible to receive testing accommodations: 

• Students who have been classified by the CSE or Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) as 
a student with a disability under one of the disability categories listed in section 200.1(zz) or a 
preschool student with a disability as defined in section 200.1(mm) of the Regulations of the 
Commissioner of Education; 

• Students who are declassified by the CSE; 

• Students who have been identified by the Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) as having a disability under 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; and 

• Students who incur disabilities shortly (30 days or less) before administration of a State or districtwide 
test and who are authorized by the principal to receive certain testing accommodations. 



Questions to Consider 
 Is the student able to participate in the standard administration of the 
assessment? 

● In order to participate, does the student need an accommodation in any of the following aspects of 
test administration? � Scheduling/Timing � Location/Setting � Presentation (i.e., format) � 
Response 

● To what extent does the student’s disability impede his/her demonstration of the knowledge 
and/or understanding required by the test? 

● What instructional accommodations, if any, are provided to the student in the classroom? 
● What accommodation(s) focus on removing the obstacles to equal participation that are a result of 

the student’s disability? 
● What accommodation(s) will facilitate participation that enables the student to be as independent 

as possible? 



● Consider the program accommodations that are used every day (for instance, if a student needs 
classroom materials in large print, he may need test materials in large print).

● Not all program accommodations can be test accommodations (for instance, a student may have access 
to a word bank in class, but this is not allowable on state tests)

● Test accommodations should be used consistently throughout the year; the day of the test should not be 
the first time that a student is exposed to the accommodation

● Using the accommodation over a period of time also allows for data collection (for instance, a student 
may have the test accommodation of extended time, but over the year, the team discovers that the 
student does not require or want this accommodation)



1.  :  Timing accommodations are changes in 
the duration of the test. Such accommodations may include: 

• 



2.  
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In November, 2016, there were changes made in consideration of the Tests Read 
Accommodation for students in Grades 3-8, in regard to the State Testing

● Beginning with the 2017 administration of the Grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) Assessments, 
students with disabilities whose Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) or Section 504 Accommodations 

Plans (504 Plans) document that tests be read aloud must be provided this testing accommodation in 
accordance with the specifications in the IEP/504 Plan. I

● In previous years, only directions were to be read to students on the Grades 3-8 ELA Assessments.  
● This testing accommodation will be provided to students upon declassification with documentation indicating 

the accommodation will continue.



The accommodation of “tests read” allows students with disabilities that limit their ability to decode print the 
opportunity to demonstrate content knowledge in all subject areas by mitigating the effects of a reading or print 

disability

● Has the student been provided research-based reading interventions to improve decoding skills?
● Does the student use read-aloud accommodations during instruction or classroom testing? 

If the accommodation of Tests Read is required in order for the student to meaningfully participate in the testing, the 
conditions of the accommodation must be specified.

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/testing-accommodations-ela-grades-3-8.htm
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College Boards:  SAT, ACT, AP Exams:
December 1, 2016 Update

Beginning January 1, 2017, the vast majority of students who are approved for and using testing accommodations at their school through 
a current Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan will have those same accommodations automatically approved for taking 
the SAT®, PSAT™ 10, PSAT/NMSQT®, SAT Subject Tests™, and AP® Exams. 

Under this new process, you'll need to answer only two questions when submitting most requests for students:

Is the requested accommodation(s) in the student's plan?

Has the student used the accommodation(s) for school testing?

If the answer is yes to both questions, eligible students can be approved to receive most accommodations on the SAT, PSAT. ACT and 
AP Exams.



Testing Accommodation Rejection Form
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Questions?

Thank you for coming!


